THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
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St. Therese Chinese Catholic School starting a new school year
on Monday, August 24, 2020.
We are so excited to welcome all of our students back for the 20-21 school
year. Whether thestudent is an in-person or remote learner, St. Therese
School is committed to continuing ourrigorous award winning curriculum.
Our teachers and staff members are busy getting ourcampuses ready to
safely welcome back our students.
In-person learning (5 days per week) starts on Monday, August 24. Our
classrooms have beenreconfigured to ensure students are safely socially
distanced throughout the school day. Ourschool is cleaned and disinfected
throughout the day as well as other health safety practices perCDC recommendations and other health authorities. Students enter and leave school
byhomeroom or cohort group using a staggered schedule. Doing so reduces
the chances andlimits the time students would be physically near other students or staff who are not part of theirhomeroom or cohort group. Students
remain in their homerooms to reduce the number ofpeople who are physically near students throughout the day. For example, teachers who are
nothomeroom teachers will teach students in their homeroom/cohort. These
and other proceduresprotect students and staff by minimizing any potential
health risks.
Remote learning starts on Tuesday, September 8 and is led by our St.
Therese teachers andfollows our curriculum. K-8 students enrolled in our
remote learning option have a wealth ofeducational resources, including a
school-issued electronic device. Students are provided withrecorded lessons
and educational materials that follow our rigorous award winning curriculum.These resources can be quite valuable because students can replay
recorded lessons
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St. Therese Chinese Catholic School is still registering students in all grades
for the 20-21school year. We are offering
days of in-person
learning or
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remote learning. For moreinformation or to schedule a school tour, please
email admissions@sttheresechicago.org.

Francis Xavier Cabrini: The People’s Saint
Regulations for Lenten Sacrifice
All Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence from meat

for Catholics over 14.

Ash Wednesday (Feb. 17) and Good Friday (April 2)

are days of fasting and abstinence for Catholics between the ages of 18 and 59. Fasting means taking
only one full meal and two smaller meals that, taken
together, do not equal one full meal.

Throughout Lent, Catholics are especially encouraged

to perform voluntary acts of penance.

Join us for a special online film screening of the acclaimed 50-minute documentary, Frances Xavier
Cabrini: The People's Saint, on Palm Sunday, March
28 at 3 p.m. (CST). Writer-Director Lucia Mauro
(winner of the Vatican Film Festival) will participate in a
Q&A with guests Sister Bridget Zanin, MSC, Director of
Chicago's National Shrine of St. Frances Xavier
Cabrini; and Fr. Ed Tverdek, OFM, Priest/Confessor at
St. Peter’s Catholic Church in the Loop & Adjunct Lecturer in Philosophy at Catholic Theological Union.
Viewers can choose to watch the film in English, Spanish, Polish, Italian or French. Individual tickets are $10,
with a portion of proceeds benefiting the parish. RSVP
here: https://bit.ly/3e4O0uT

Catholic Relief Services Rice Bowl
Our parish once again participated in the CRS Rice Bowl
this Lent. If you did not bring your Rice Bowls to church
this weekend, you can still bring them in next weekend,
March 27th and 28th.
You may donate online at : CRS Rice Bowl | A Catholic
Program for Lent
.
Illinois Seniors Can Get Vaccinated at the United
Center until May
Please be aware of an opportunity for Illinois seniors age
65 and older to schedule COVID-19 vaccination appointments. At this time, the United Center registration is limited to people living in nine high vulnerability zip codes,
of which 60608 is one. To reach the United Center Help
Desk, call 312-746-4835. However, be prepared to call
several times. From those I have spoken to, the best time
to call is in the late afternoon. The hours for the Help
Desk are as follows: Monday-Saturday: 8:00 am to 8:00
pm; Sunday: 8:00 am to 4:00 pm.
Drive-through and walk-up options are available. Language assistance is provided, and the United Center is accessible to people with disabilities.
Cardinal Cupich shared a message and resources from the
Vatican's Dicastery for Human Development with the
presbyterate regarding the COVID-19 vaccine. To highlight a few key headlines:

ο Catholics can receive whatever vaccine is of-

fered to them – Pfizer, Moderna and Johnson &
Johnson – with a clear conscience.

ο We should be encouraged to take seriously our

moral responsibility to be vaccinated in view of
the connection between our personal health and
the public health.

ο We should not fail to advocate for universal accessibility of vaccines as an important ethical
issue.

DEATH TO NEW LIFE
By Sister Caritas
When I was teaching first grade, we would often study
about how seeds would grow. Sometimes we would put
the seeds in dirt and water them. It was much easier to
use beans, put water in a glass jar, and place cotton at the
top. We would make sure that the cotton extended into the
water and the beans were toward the top of the cotton.
Gradually the beans would sprout roots and then continue
to grow. Because they were in a glass container, it was
easy to see how they could grow the roots and watch how
the plant would grow. It would grow quickly. The children could see the change and growth.
Part of today’s Gospel reminds us about the grain of
wheat. “Unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and
dies, it remains just a grain of wheat. If it dies, it produces much fruit.” Jesus calls us, through these stories, to
follow Him, to serve Him. In doing so, we often have to
choose to give up portions of how we want to live, or
give up parts of our lives.
By serving and following Jesus, we will be wherever Jesus is. The Father will not only honor Jesus but will also
honor us. We are in the fifth week of Lent. Soon we will
be celebrating the Feasts of Holy Week. What are you
willing to do to follow Jesus and serve Him this week,
preparing for Holy Week and Easter? Every day, as we
begin the morning, we can reflect on what our day will be
filled with. What sacrifices will we be called to make?
What virtues will you have to practice to follow Jesus?
How will you make the sacrifices which would help you
to grow like the seeds? Growing seeds are never the
same. Followers of Jesus will serve the Father as Jesus
did. Walk in Jesus’ steps. Prepare for Holy Thursday,
Good Friday and Easter. Prepare not only for the death
and suffering of Good Friday but the New Risen Life of
Easter.

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
PALM SUNDAY AND HOLY WEEK REMINDERS AND SCHEDULE
Palm Sunday
A. Please return your CRS Rice Bowls this weekend.
B. Palms will be distributed and blessed at the beginning of each mass, but there will be no palm processions this year. Detailed instructions will be offered at mass.
Holy Thursday-Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper will at 7pm at St. Barbara Church
A. Presentation of the oils will take place at the beginning of the Mass.
B. There will be no Washing of Feet and Visitation of Seven Churches this year.
C. The Holy Communion will be transferred to the side altar at the end of mass.
D. Our Church will remain open until 9pm for people to spend time in silent prayers.
Good Friday of the Passion of the Lord at St. Barbara Church
A. Stations of the Cross are at 3pm.
B. Veneration of the Cross and Communion Service is at 7pm.
Holy Saturday
A. Easter Basket Blessing is at 11:30am at St. Barbara Church. Please call our Church office at
312-842-7979 or 312-842-6777 to pre-register.
B. Easter Vigil Mass is at 7:30pm at St. Therese Church.
C. There will be no blessing of the fire and candle procession this year.
D. Eight of our Elect and Candidates will be baptized and confirmed and receive their First Communion
at this mass.
Easter Sunday
A. Masses at St. Barbara Church are at 6am, 9:30am and 11:30am.
B. Masses at St. Therese Church are at 8am and 10:30am.
Due to safety concerns in this COVID time, we will not be able to have Living Stations and our beautiful
Choirs too. Thank YOU for your understanding and cooperation.
Peace
Fr. Francis

PRAYER TO ST. JOSEPH AFTER THE ROSARY | USCCB
Taken from the USCCB Website
This prayer to Saint Joseph—spouse of the Virgin Mary, foster father of Jesus, and patron saint of the universal Church—was composed by Pope Leo XIII in his 1889 encyclical, Quamquam pluries. He asked that it be
added to the end of the Rosary, especially during the month of October, which is dedicated to the Rosary. It
may be said after the customary Salve Regina and concluding prayer, and may also be used to conclude other
Marian devotions.
During the Year of Saint Joseph
The prayer is ordinarily enriched with a partial indulgence (Handbook of Indulgences, conc. 19). During the
Year of Saint Joseph, however—which lasts from December 8, 2020 to December 8, 2021—the use of this
prayer has been included among those enriched with a plenary indulgence (see Decree of the Apostolic Penitentiary issued Dec. 8, 2020, section E). It may be said on any day of the Year of Saint Joseph, but especially
on his various feast days or other devotional days dedicated to St. Joseph:
December 27, 2020, the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
March 19, 2021, the Solemnity of Saint Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary
May 1, 2021, the Optional Memorial of Saint Joseph the Worker
the nineteenth day of each month
every Wednesday, the traditional day of the week for devotions to Saint Joseph
"St. Joseph Sunday" and suitable days of other liturgical rites in the Eastern Catholic Churches

Prayer to Saint Joseph
To you, O blessed Joseph,
do we come in our tribulation,
and having implored the help of your most holy Spouse,
we confidently invoke your patronage also.
Through that charity which bound you
to the Immaculate Virgin Mother of God
and through the paternal love
with which you embraced the Child Jesus,
we humbly beg you graciously to regard the inheritance
which Jesus Christ has purchased by his Blood,
and with your power and strength to aid us in our necessities.
O most watchful guardian of the Holy Family,
defend the chosen children of Jesus Christ;
O most loving father, ward off from us
every contagion of error and corrupting influence;
O our most mighty protector, be kind to us
and from heaven assist us in our struggle
with the power of darkness.
As once you rescued the Child Jesus from deadly peril,
so now protect God's Holy Church
from the snares of the enemy and from all adversity;
shield, too, each one of us by your constant protection,
so that, supported by your example and your aid,
we may be able to live piously, to die in holiness,
and to obtain eternal happiness in heaven.
Amen.

SUNDAR’S JOURNEY
By Fr. John Cuff
There’s a true story about a Christian hunter named Sundar, who lived in the Himalayan Mountains. During a very cold
winter he was traveling by foot with a Buddhist monk. Their destination was a monastery high in the mountains. Suddenly the weather changed. The temperature dropped, snow began to fall, and the journey became dangerous. Night
was coming and the weather was turning even worse. As they trudged through the snow, there was a very good chance
that they would freeze to death.
They crossed over a narrow path above a steep cliff when they heard someone calling out for help. Below them, another traveler had fallen, and lay deep down in a ravine. He’d broken his leg. The monk warned Sundar, “Don’t stop.
God has brought this man to his fate. It is his karma. He must work it out for himself. That is our tradition. We must
hurry on ourselves before we die.” Sundar responded, “But I am a Christian: it is my tradition that God has led me here
to help my brother. I cannot abandon him.”
So Sundar went down into the ravine. Meanwhile the monk hurried on alone. When Sundar came upon the injured
man he found that the man had broken his leg. So Sundar made a rough sling and hauled the man onto his back. He
struggled greatly, but he was able to carry the man up to the path. Sundar felt his body overheating, but he continued to
carry the man on his back. They were warmed by each other’s body. Sweating hard, and almost fainting, Sundar finally caught sight of the monastery. Then a few hundred yards away from the monastery, Sundar stumbled and fell. He
had fallen over the dead body of the monk who had left him. The monk had frozen to death with the monastery within
sight. As Sundar brushed the snow away from the monk’s body, he remembered Jesus’ words in the Gospel: “The one
who would save his life, will lose it. The one who would lose his life for my sake will find it.” Sundar had been saved
by doing what Jesus did: Giving his life so that others might live.
In today’s Gospel Jesus likens himself to a grain of wheat that falls to the ground and dies to produce much fruit. In
this he shows us the example we are to follow. Following him means not simply dying but dying and rising. If we do
not die to our selfish ways, especially when a neighbor is in need, we will not grow. Self-sacrifice is a necessary part of
our journey and fundamental to our Christian tradition, as Sundar realized. We cannot avoid the paschal mystery, and
there is no shortcut.

ALPHA UPDATE
Our parish’s English and Mandarin Alpha have been going well. Our Co-leads Jing and Tom were interviewed by the
Office for Evangelization. If you and/or your family members and/or your friends would like to join our Alpha, please
contact Tom at <thoward@sttheresechicago.org> and Jing at jzhang@stmotherteresaparish.org.
An Interview with Jing Zhang (February 2021):
Jing has been a member of St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta since her baptism in 2016. Besides being the parish office manager and coordinator of the Chinese Apostolate, Jing has also been working as a co-lead with Tom Howard for over a
year now. Jing describes herself before her baptism as someone who was searching for a purpose in life. Once she encountered God everything clicked into place for her. She now feels that God is calling her to share His love and the
beauty of the faith with others. When the Renew My Church summit first took place, Jing knew she wanted to play an
active role of evangelization in her parish. When asked what personally inspired Jing to take on these renewal efforts in
her parish, Jing stated that she keeps going by contemplating the meaning of Jesus' sacrifice and of His great love. Saints
like Mother Teresa also inspire Jing by helping remind her that small acts of kindness can go a long way for people.
Throughout her time in the parish and along her journey as an Evangelization Co-Lead, Jing has relied more on God to
help see her through some unique challenges. She knows that she is not alone in her struggles and that working towards
building the Kingdom of God takes time and great love. For new Leads starting out in the field, Jing hopes that they can
see themselves reflected in their brothers and sisters. "[We must] trust that God is working through us... that we have all
of His compassion and love. Our faith is a beautiful gift...we must share the good news and God will take care of the
rest," Jing states.
In the next bulletin, we will publish the interview with Tom Howard.

Collection - Week of March 13th - 14th

Saturday, March 20 - The Vigil of the Fifth Sunday of
Lent
5:00 p.m. + Sherry Simental (JoEllyn and Kayla Ronzio)
Health Blessings: Cindy Powers (G. Arellano)
In Thanksgiving to St. Joseph (The Saludo
Family)
Divine Mercy for All (C. Kisielente & Family)
Sunday, March 21 - The Fifth Sunday of Lent
6:00 a.m. + Theresa Oleszkiewicz (B. Glabicki)
Speedy Recovery: Susana Boykin (The Staff at
Pupstars Pet Care)
9:30 a.m. + Rose Furmanek (Sonny)
+ 10th Ann.: Ted Napierkowski (Daughter, Sue)
+ Kenneth Yohanna (Rose LaVelle)
+ Teresita Villafuerte Holcomb (Angelica,
Emmanuel & Jeremy King)
+ Theresa Herrera (Marta Herrera)
Celebrating 500 Years of Christianity in the
Philippines (The Bridgeport Filipino Community)
Monday, March 22 - Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Therese Church
Tuesday, March 23 - Lenten Weekday; St. Turibius
of Mogrovejo
8:00 a.m. + Birth. Rem.: Vetina Lotta (John & Susan
Adomaitis)
+ Deceased Members of the Barbaro Family
(Dominic Barbaro)
Wednesday, March 24 - Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Therese Church
Thursday, March 25 - The Annunciation of The Lord
8:00 a.m. + Birth. Rem.: Claudia Jauga (Spalla Family)
Special Intention (Dominic Barbaro)
Friday, March 26 - Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Therese Church
7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross at St. Barbara Church
Saturday, March 27 - Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m. + All Souls’ Remembrance
Saturday, March 27 - The Vigil of Palm Sunday of
The Passion of The Lord
5:00 p.m. + 1st Ann.: Frank J. Cervantes (Family)
Divine Mercy for All (C. Kisielente & Family)
Sunday, March 28 - Palm Sunday of The Passion of
The Lord
6:00 a.m. Speedy Recovery: Susana Boykin (The Staff at
Pupstars Pet Care)
9:30 a.m. + Wally Furmanek (Sonny)
+ Teresita Villafuerte Holcomb (Angelica,
Emmanuel & Jeremy King)
+ Mary Diaz DeLeon (Family)
ATTEND MASS ONLINE
The Archdiocese of Chicago broadcasts Masses from Holy
Name Cathedral every Sunday in English, Spanish and Polish.
The Masses are available on the YouTube channel:
youtube.com/catholic Chicago.

Sunday Envelopes
Sunday Loose
Total Church Collection
Mailed-in Collection

$ 959.25
$
181.00
$ 1,140.25
$ 120.00

Total Collection

$ 1,260.25

Second Collection - Utility

$

Weekly Budget:

$ 2,200.00

July 1st to Present (Budgeted)

$ 81,400.00

July 1st to Present (Actual)

$ 57,424.41

213.00

Electronic giving through GiveCentral.org is the
safe and secure way to make your weekly donations
to St. Barbara. Donate via credit card or electronic
check (ACH). Sign up by visiting St. Barbara’s home

WEB page and follow the prompts.

LITURGICAL MINISTERS
SATURDAY, MARCH 27TH
5:00 p.m.
Eucharistic Minister: E. Raya or L. Raya
Lector: G. Dumelle, W. Podrazik
SUNDAY, MARCH 28TH
6:00 a.m.
Eucharistic Minister: J. Balasa
Lector: J. Bertucci
9:30 a.m.
Eucharistic Minister: H. Alonzo or A. Alonzo
Lector: P. Saletta, L. Szczepanski
For those unable to attend Mass due to illness or for those
who do not have access to the internet, please be sure to
watch the Mass on television:
Cardinal Cupich Mass from
Holy Name Cathedral
ABC-TV Channel 7 - Chicago
Sunday Mass: 9:30 am
Year–Round
Mercy Home - Sunday Mass at 9:30 am
WGN- TV Channel 9 - Chicago

Pastor:

Fr . Fr ancis Li
FLi@StThereseChinatown.org
Resident:
Fr. John Cuff
JCuff@maryknoll.org
School Principal: Ms. Lisa Debor ah Oi
DOi@StThereseChicago.org
Oper. Director:
Mr . Piotr M. Wojtasik
pwojtasik@StBarbaraChicago.org
Music Director:
Ms. Eva Mr gan
emrgan@StBarbaraChicago.org
Parish Secretaries: Ms. Dolor es Becatti
dbecatti@StBarbaraChicago.org
Ms. Judy Lukwinski
jlukwinski@StBarbaraChicago.org

OFFICE HOURS: Monday, and Wednesday: 8:00 am 4:00 pm and Friday: 9:00 am - Noon. At the present time, the
office is closed on Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday.

Baptisms: Parents must be registered practicing parishioners
and attend a baptismal preparation session before a baptism will
be scheduled. Call the rectory office for further information.
Communion Calls: Please contact the Rectory when someone
who is homebound or in the hospital wishes a visit to receive
Holy Communion or the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick. The Anointing of the Sick is for anyone seriously sick and
not only for those near death.
Ministry of Care: Eucharistic Ministers are available to visit,
pray with, and bring Holy Communion to those who are sick
and unable to attend Mass. Notify the Parish Office when this
service is needed.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a program for anyone
inquiring and seeking information about entering the Catholic
faith.
Weddings: Weddings need to be scheduled at least six months
in advance. Couples are reminded to secure the Church date
before the reception hall.

St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta Parish
St. Barbara Church
2859 South Throop Street
Chicago, Illinois 60608
www.StBarbaraChicago.org
Rectory Phone:
(312) 842-7979
Rectory Fax:
(312) 842-7978
School Phone:
(312) 326-6243
School Fax:
(312) 842-7960
St. Therese Church
218 West Alexander Street
Chicago, Illinois 60616
www.sttheresechinatown.org
Rectory Phone:
(312) 842-6777
MASS SCHEDULE
WEEKEND LITURGIES
St. Barbara: Saturday: 5:00 pm; Sunday: 6:00am, 9:30 am
St. Therese: Mandarin Mass on the 2nd Saturday of the
month at 4:00 pm followed by Bible sharing and food.
Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:30 am; and Mandarin
Mass on the 4th Sunday of each month at 12:30 p.m.
WEEKDAY LITURGIES
St. Barbara: Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday: 8:00 am
St. Therese: Monday, Wednesday and Friday: 8:00 am
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
St. Barbara: Vigil Mass: 7:00 pm; Holy Day Masses: 6:00
am, 8:00 am
St. Therese: 8:00 am, 7:00 pm
FIRST FRIDAY HOLY HOUR: St. Therese - 7:00 pm
FIRST SATURDAY HEALING MASS: St. Barbara Chapel - 8:00 am
CONFESSION
St. Barbara: Saturday 4:15 - 4:45 pm or by appointment
St. Therese: By appointment
THE ROSARY
St. Barbara: The Rosary is prayed on Sunday at 5:30 a.m.
before 6:00 am Mass.

Please pray for those homebound, hospitalized and in need of continued prayers:
Amalia Agins, Austin Agins, Bernadette Agins, Joyce Agins, Stephen Agins, Mary Aguirre, Debbie Annerino, Walter Annerino,
Amy Averet, Kimberly Babe, Geraldine Baldwin, Tony Baressi, Judith Beaudry, Christine Bertucci, Joseph ‘Joey’ Bertucci, Lonnie
& Theresa Bertucci-Falls, Jennifer Bond, Fr. Michael Bowler, Jeff Bowman, Andrea Brongiel, Mary Camarda, Anthony Capone Sr.,
Laverne Connolly, Tim Consola, Joe Cruz, Patti Cuchetto, Paul DeGrazia, Henry Diaz DeLeon, Kathy Egle, Nenita Feliciano, Jerry
Felske, Minnie Ford, Bill Frank, Darlene Frost, Harold Frost, Paul Gadomski, Ray Gadomski, Lily Ann Galloway, John Gasca,
Cheryl Lynn Gilhooly, Bernadette Glabicki, Ed Glos, Pat Grieco, Koen Guest, Jose P. Gutierrez, Sheila Hansen, Kellar Harris,
Lynette Heidemann, Jasmine Henson, Barbara Herr, Denise Holland, Gwen Holub, Morris Humphrey, Michaeline Hunter, Ted
Hunter, Suzanne Ivester, Jennifer Janson, Chester Jendryczka, Dr. Joe, John Kaput, Dorothy Kawalerski, Rose Kisielowski, Anna
Kolendo, Janice Kutansky, Craig Labudda, Ken Labudda, Sunny Labudda, Baby Kinsley Paige Leschinsky, Kiera Litwin, Lenny
Loretto, Richard Lyznicki, Nancy Mallory, John Mangan, Kayle Marth, Paul Martinez, Bill Marczuk, Zena Masi, Maria Mawgwi,
Lil’ Joe Michalak, Cindy Moore, Dr. Mike, Cydney Muti, Stephanie Nicks, Ann Njeru, Deacon Jack O’Leary, Allison Pakula,
Virginia Pakula, Eva Castillion Parcon, Josie Petkus, Michael Petruck, Theresa Pickens, Dolores Pienta, Mitchell Pienta, Ellen
Pietrzak, Beverly Pirelli, Ray Polakowski, Robert Potter, James Pzarek, Barbara Rekar, Josephine Richardson, Sandra Rios, Joel
Rivera, Jose Rodriguez, Jose C. Rodriguez, Mila Rolon, Dolly Roti, Ellen Ryan, Therese Ryndak, Patricia Sacony, Maria Saludo,
Laverne Scianna, Kennedy Shepski, Adeline Skokal, Raymond Smolinski, Gary Solverson, Sharon Solverson, Rosalie Spalla, Diane
Spata, Joanne Stewart, Lauren Stronczek, Rose Stronczek, Robert Synal, Baby Zachary Synal, Emily Rose Thomas, Norbert
Trojanowski, Bill Ufferman, Dolores Ufferman, Dave Ulczycki, George Vanderford Sr., George Vanderford Jr., Juan Vargas, Joyce
Vogt, Ava Walczak, Sadie Walker, Barbara & Bill Webb, Sylvia Wiertel, Madison Young, Eugene & John Zabek, Evelyn Zaleski,
Virginia Zawacki, Irene Zima

