THE THIRD SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME

Jan.
24
2021

St. Therese Chinese Catholic School starting a new school year
on Monday, August 24, 2020.
We are so excited to welcome all of our students back for the 20-21 school
year. Whether thestudent is an in-person or remote learner, St. Therese
School is committed to continuing ourrigorous award winning curriculum.
Our teachers and staff members are busy getting ourcampuses ready to
safely welcome back our students.
In-person learning (5 days per week) starts on Monday, August 24. Our
classrooms have beenreconfigured to ensure students are safely socially
distanced throughout the school day. Ourschool is cleaned and disinfected
throughout the day as well as other health safety practices perCDC recommendations and other health authorities. Students enter and leave school
byhomeroom or cohort group using a staggered schedule. Doing so reduces
the chances andlimits the time students would be physically near other students or staff who are not part of theirhomeroom or cohort group. Students
remain in their homerooms to reduce the number ofpeople who are physically near students throughout the day. For example, teachers who are
nothomeroom teachers will teach students in their homeroom/cohort. These
and other proceduresprotect students and staff by minimizing any potential
health risks.
Remote learning starts on Tuesday, September 8 and is led by our St.
Therese teachers andfollows our curriculum. K-8 students enrolled in our
remote learning option have a wealth ofeducational resources, including a
school-issued electronic device. Students are provided withrecorded lessons
and educational materials that follow our rigorous award winning curriculum.These resources can be quite valuable because students can replay
recorded lessons to catchthings they might have missed earlier. Students
also interact with teachers, staff, and otherstudents in a live format so student’s individual
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St. Therese Chinese Catholic School is still registering students in all grades
— five
Mark
1:15
for the 20-21school year. We are offering
days of
in-person learning or
remote learning. For moreinformation or to schedule a school tour, please
email admissions@sttheresechicago.org.

Counseling Support Line

Knights of Columbus #2428 News
On Sunday January 17, members of the Archbishop
Quigley Council #2428 of the Knights of Columbus
marked their 98th anniversary of service. If you are interested in information about the council, please email Walter
Podrazik kofc@mediawally.com
The council also presented Fr. Li with certificates to be
given to the students who created original art for the annual
Knights’ art contest.
More than 50 students at St. Therese participated in the
2020 Knights of Columbus Keep Christ in Christmas poster contest.
Thank you to Principal Lisa Oi and the school staff, especially art teacher Elisa Wong for encouraging the students
to enter.
The winning entries in each of three grade/age categories
were automatically forwarded into the district level of the
Knights of Columbus competition.
Congratulations to the winners in
each of these categories:
Grades 6-8 Sophia Chen
Grades 3-5 Joseph Ramoran
Grades K-2 Terrence Fang

If the pandemic has you feeling anxious or depressed and
you'd like to talk with a counselor, please call the Catholic
Charities Counseling Support Line at (312) 948-6951 anytime M-F from 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Spanish speaking
counselors are available. If you leave a message after
hours, a counselor will call you back.
Legal Assistance Available
Catholic Charities Legal Assistance Department has attorneys and volunteer attorneys available to provide advice in
numerous areas of law. If you are unsure about your legal
rights or lost in the legal system, let us help you. Services
include in-depth advice and possible direct representation
on many issues, including landlord/tenant issues, family
law, consumer and debtor rights, foreclosure, employment
issues, orders of protection, power of attorney, and more.
CCLA provides free to low-cost legal services to eligible
low-income individuals. For help and more information,
contact the legal advice line at (312) 948-6821.
Annual Catholic Appeal to Begin Soon
If you have donated to the Annual Catholic Appeal in
2020, you have probably received a letter from Cardinal
Cupich with a commitment form for the 2021 Appeal,
which will soon begin. The theme of this year’s appeal is
“Come Follow Me...and Bring Hope to the World”. We
have all received God’s love. Especially this year, by financially supporting the ministries and services funded by
the ACA, we help to extend God’s love to many, many
others.

From left: Knights of Columbus Council #2428 Financial
Secretary Walter Podrazik and Fr. Francis Li, holding
certificates.
St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta Parish Joins the National
Covid-19 Memorial Service
St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta Parish
joined the National Covid-19 Memorial
Service in Chicago on Tuesday, January
19, by ringing the bell in the St. Barbara
church tower. The bell toll signaled the
beginning and the conclusion of 10
minutes of silence (6 to 6:10 p.m.), to
reflect upon those who have lost their
lives in the pandemic.
(Shown: Parishioner Walter Podrazik
pulling the bell rope in the tower.)
CELEBRATING Catholic Schools Week 2021: Jan. 31
- Feb. 6
The theme for Catholic Schools Week this year is Catholic
Schools: Communities of Faith and Resilience.
Please keep our students, teachers, staff and administrative
leaders and, of course, parents in your prayers as they continue to navigate through this difficult time. May the Lord
watch over them, keep them safe, and fill them with God’s
peace, wisdom and hope.

January 19, 2021 Report
Donor Count

118

2020 Goal

$16,941.70

Amount Pledged

$23,878.02

Amount Paid

$22,488.02

Balance Due

$ 1,390.00

As you can see from the above report, even though we did
not reach our pledged amount, we have exceeded our goal
by $5,546.32.
We ask that you do not mail your commitment card and
envelope, but hold it until the campaign is presented in
church. Thank you for your cooperation.
Announcement Weekend: January 30 - 31
Commitment Weekend: February 6 - 7
Our Parish Goal is $19,007.00

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD
In his Apostolic Letter, titled, “APERUIT ILLIS” in 2019, Pope Francis declared that the Third Sunday in
Ordinary Time is to be devoted to “the celebration, study and dissemination of the word of God.” This
Sunday calls us to renew our love for the Word of God and to pray and reflect on the role of the Scripture in
the life of our Church and of our own spirituality. The Word of God has power to help the Church to grow and
to nourish each of us. Furthermore, after a Week of Prayer for Christian Unity and on this traditionally known
as Ecumenical Sunday, Pope Francis states that “this Sunday of the Word of God will thus be a fitting part of
that time of the year when we are encouraged to strengthen our bonds with the Jewish people and to pray for
Christian unity. This is more than a temporal coincidence: the celebration of the Sunday of the Word of God
has ecumenical value, since the Scriptures point out, for those who listen, the path to authentic and firm unity.”
St. Paul, in his letter to 2 Timothy, beautifully states on the power of the Word of God: “All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for refutation, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that
one belongs to God may be competent, equipped for every good work (3: 16-17).”
As Christians, we believe in the saving power of the Word which we hear at Mass, we share it at our Bible
Sharing Group, and we use it regularly as our favorite prayer. Pope Francis encourages all Christians to pray
with the Scripture regularly by stating:
Regular reading of sacred Scripture and the celebration of the Eucharist make it possible for
us to see ourselves as part of one another. As Christians, we are a single people, making our
pilgrim way through history, sustained by the Lord, present in our midst, who speaks to us
and nourishes us. A day devoted to the Bible should not be seen as a yearly event but rather
a yearlong event, for we urgently need to grow in our knowledge and love of the Scriptures
and of the risen Lord, who continues to speak his word and to break bread in the community
of believers. For this reason, we need to develop a closer relationship with sacred Scripture;
otherwise, our hearts will remain cold and our eyes shut, struck as we are by so many forms
of blindness.
Clearly, Bible is indispensible for the life of our Church and for our relationships with God and with each other. On this Sunday, let’s renew our love for the Word of God and let’s make some resolutions to make Bible
part of our daily living. I hope the following “ways” will be helpful to you as we celebrate the Word of God
Sunday.
10 WAYS TO CELEBRATE WORD OF GOD SUNDAY ON JANUARY 24 (ALETEIA.ORG)
1. Celebrate a Bible Enthronement in your home or parish.
2. Go through your gift lists for this year, and consider giving the Bible as part of your Christmas, birthday or
wedding gifts.
3. Make sure your grandparents or the elderly in your family have a large-print Bible or an audio Bible.
4. Resolve to read one chapter of the New Testament each day; write down what the Holy Spirit says to your
heart. This will become your spiritual diary and a treasure for years to come.
5. Create a weekly Zoom or Google Meet group to read, meditate, and discuss the Sunday Gospel with
family and friends.
6. Take an online free Catholic Scripture course as a way to study God’s Word more systematically.
7. Look up artworks that depict passages of Scripture and discuss them with your children.
8. Find board games related to the Bible and play them as a family.
9. Make a list of your favorite Bible verses and categorize them according to the virtues of hope, faith, and
charity.

10. Make a vow to make Christ the center of your life and to know, live, and transmit God’s Word in
everything you think, say and do.
May the Word be “a lamp for my feet, a light for my path” (Psalm 119: 105).
Peace
Fr. Francis
RADICAL CHANGE
By Sister Caritas
Each of us has very many different experiences in our lives. At different points in our lives we meet situations or people whose influence or experiences radically change our lives. It may be a teacher in a class we
were in. It may be the person we met whom we fall in love with and marry and our lives are changed in ways
we never imagined. Sometimes we make decisions that eventually lead to a radical difference in our situation
or places we will live. We don’t know when these will happen. We may think the decision is not very significant but, looking back in our lives, we realize it was a decisive turning point.
Our Gospel today is the story in John’s Gospel which relates some radical changes in the lives of Jesus and the
first apostles. John the Evangelist is one of the apostles called in the story. One of the changes in Jesus’ life is
He has left His mother, Mary. He is starting His ministerial life. It is radically different for Him. We are told
it is the time when John the Baptist, Jesus’ cousin, has been arrested. That is another difference for Jesus. He
is walking along the shore and He sees two men, whom perhaps he has met with John. They are using their
nets to fish. Simon and His brother Andrew listen to Jesus’ call, “Come follow me and I will make you fishers
of men.” They follow him, leaving everything behind. They are starting on the journey which will radically
change them. Further down the shore, Jesus meets James and John who are with their father, mending the
nets. Jesus calls them “follow me” and they follow too and their lives are never the same.
We are like the apostles in the Gospel. We have been called. Through Baptism, we are called to follow Jesus.
Jesus walked the road following the will of His Father. If we live our faith, we are walking a road of radical
change. It is the challenge we are called to live out. We meet Jesus and this meeting makes us very different.
We are called to live this radical life. Will you walk the life of faith? What will you do for love?

INFANT BAPTISM
By Fr. John Cuff
Should babies be baptized? A key dogma of our faith that the Church has always taught is the existence of
Original Sin and the necessity of Baptism, including infant baptism, for salvation. Yet many Protestant sects
would object; they don’t believe in infant baptism.
They say you must have faith for baptism, and obviously an infant cannot have faith, for they can’t even think;
so infant baptism is impossible, it’s meaningless, they say.
But the Church has always taught that not only is infant baptism possible, it’s necessary to free the child from
original sin and the power of the devil. In fact, the Church teaches that Baptism should be given within the first
few weeks after birth.
Thus the Church from earliest times has always taught with authority the doctrine of infant baptism; in fact,
infant baptism is found in both scripture and tradition. In the Gospels Christ says, “Let the little children come
unto me.” Elsewhere, in the New Testament, for example, in the Acts of the Apostles and in 1st Corinthians, it
is recorded that the Apostles baptized “whole households,” and that would include infants.
Other evidence comes from tradition; archaeologists investigating catacombs where early Christians buried
their dead have discovered inscriptions on the tombs of children that read: “So and so, child of so and so, baptized on such and such a day...” Thus there is ample evidence both in scripture and tradition that the practice of
infant baptism goes back to the earliest days of the Church.
Sometimes you hear it said, “I haven’t baptized my child yet because I think he should grow up and have the
freedom to make his own decision about baptism; it seems like a violation of the child’s freedom to baptize
him and put a burden on him.”
The Church authoritatively rejects this view, saying: “There is no such thing as pure human freedom, immune
from evil influences; even on the natural level, parents make choices for their children necessary for their future good health and well-being.”
“A so-called neutral attitude on the religious level would in fact be a negative choice which would deprive
their child of an essential good.”
Our own St. Therese uses another im,age to explain the same point. She says that, in the tender years of a
child, his or her soul is actually like warm wax; if Christ is not impressed on the soul at that early stage, then
it’s quite probable that evil will be.
In other words the Church says that you do not put a burden on your child when you introduce him to the one
true God; the greatest gift parents can give their child after physical life is eternal life; how can anyone say that
is doing a disservice to him?
Pope John Paul explained this point when he said, “It is a mistake for parents to delay infant baptism, thinking
that children should desire baptism before receiving it; if the parents do so, they misunderstand the role and
meaning of Baptism.” “Christian life begins not simply with a human desire, but with a sacrament whose divine power acts on the soul.”
In other words, as long as faith is present, it’s the power of the sacrament of Baptism itself, which cleanses one
of all sin and makes one a child of God and heir of heaven.
This brings us back to the first point about infant baptism: actually Protestants are right when they say where
there is no faith, there is no baptism.
But the Church teaches that indeed there is faith present, not the infant’s faith of course, for he or she can’t
even think, but the faith of the parents and godparents.
At infant baptism, the child is baptized in the faith of the parents; the parents as it were “loan” their faith to the
child, till he or she grows up and makes it their own. Only in the case of infant baptism does the Church allow
faith to be passed on from one person to another.
Thus the Church teaches that in infant baptism, parents who have given their children physical life are now
able to give them the gift of eternal life, through their faith and through the power of the Sacrament of Baptism. To deny them this gift of God would be a disservice.

Collection - Week of January 16th - 17th

Saturday - January 23 - The Vigil of the Third Sunday
in Ordinary Time
5:00 p.m. + 1st Ann.: Dorothy Rzasa (Sharon & Season
Meyers)
+ Jacqueline “Jackie” Dybas (Barbara)
+ John Fockler (Wife, Jane)
Divine Mercy for All (C. Kisielente & Family)
Sunday, January 24 - The Third Sunday in Ordinary
Time
6:00 a.m. + Lucille & Joseph Bielanski (Daughter,
Christine Bielanski Bertucci)
Birthday Blessings: Jane Krzyzanski (Friend)
9:30 a.m. + Birth. Rem.: Jonas Adomaitis (John & Susan
Adomaitis)
+ Teresita Villafuerte Holcomb (Angelica,
Emmanuel & Jeremy King)
+ James Rzasa (Diane & Marilyn Rzasa)
+ Mary Diaz DeLeon (Family)
Monday, January 25 - Conversion of St. Paul, Apostle
8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Therese Church
Tuesday, January 26 - Sts. Timothy and Titus
8:00 a.m. Health Blessings: Dolores Becatti (Maria
Saludo)
Wednesday, January 27 - Weekday; St. Angela Merici
8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Therese Church
Thursday, January 28 - St. Thomas Aquinas
8:00 a.m. + Theodore and Stanley Piorecki
Friday, January 29 - Weekday
8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Therese Church
Saturday, January 30 - Weekday
8:00 a.m. All Souls’ Remembrance
Saturday, January 30 - Vigil of The Fourth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
5:00 p.m. Divine Mercy for All (C. Kisielente & Family)
Sunday, January 31 - The Fourth Sunday in Ordinary
Time
6:00 a.m. Health Blessings: Bill and Barbara Webb
(6:00 am Mass Attendees)
9:30 a.m. + Mary Wyzynski (Charlene Reimer)
+ Teresita Villafuerte Holcomb (Angelica,
Emmanuel & Jeremy King)
+ Maria Ciepiela (Sraga Family)

For those unable to attend Mass due to illness or
for those who do not have access to the internet,
please be sure to watch the Mass on television:
Cardinal Cupich Mass from
Holy Name Cathedral
ABC-TV Channel 7 - Chicago
Sunday Mass: 9:30 am
Year–Round
Mercy Home - Sunday Mass at 9:30 am
WGN- TV Channel 9 - Chicago

Sunday Envelopes
Sunday Loose
Total Church Collection
Mailed-in Collection
Total Collection

$ 820.25
$
198.00
$ 1,018.25
$ 105.00
$ 1,123.25

Second Collection

$

Weekly Budget:

$ 2,200.00

July 1st to Present (Budgeted)

$ 63,800.00

July 1st to Present (Actual)

$ 48,277.91

317.00

CHRISTMAS COLLECTION
St. Barbara

$

7,584.25

St. Therese

$ 39,658.50

Total Collection

$ 47,242.75

Electronic giving through GiveCentral.org is the safe
and secure way to make your weekly donations to St.
Barbara. Donate via credit card or electronic check
(ACH). Sign up by visiting St. Barbara’s home
WEB page and follow the prompts.

LITURGICAL MINISTERS
SATURDAY, JANUARY 30TH
5:00 p.m.
Eucharistic Minister: J. Lukwinski
Lector: G. Dumelle
SUNDAY, JANUARY 31ST
6:00 a.m.
Eucharistic Minister: J. Balasa
Lector: J. Bertucci
9:30 a.m.
Eucharistic Minister: P. Rodriguez or J. Rodriguez
Lector: P. Saletta
ATTEND MASS ONLINE
The Archdiocese of Chicago broadcasts Masses from Holy Name Cathedral every Sunday in English, Spanish and Polish. The Masses are
available on the YouTube channel: youtube.com/catholic Chicago.

Pastor:

Fr . Fr ancis Li
FLi@StThereseChinatown.org
Resident:
Fr. John Cuff
JCuff@maryknoll.org
School Principal: Ms. Lisa Debor ah Oi
DOi@StThereseChicago.org
Oper. Director:
Mr . Piotr M. Wojtasik
pwojtasik@StBarbaraChicago.org
Music Director:
Ms. Eva Mr gan
emrgan@StBarbaraChicago.org
Parish Secretaries: Ms. Dolor es Becatti
dbecatti@StBarbaraChicago.org
Ms. Judy Lukwinski
jlukwinski@StBarbaraChicago.org

OFFICE HOURS: Monday, and Wednesday: 8:00 am 4:00 pm and Friday: 9:00 am - Noon. At the present time, the
office is closed on Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday.

Baptisms: Parents must be registered practicing parishioners
and attend a baptismal preparation session before a baptism will
be scheduled. Call the rectory office for further information.
Communion Calls: Please contact the Rectory when someone
who is homebound or in the hospital wishes a visit to receive
Holy Communion or the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick. The Anointing of the Sick is for anyone seriously sick and
not only for those near death.
Ministry of Care: Eucharistic Ministers are available to visit,
pray with, and bring Holy Communion to those who are sick
and unable to attend Mass. Notify the Parish Office when this
service is needed.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a program for anyone
inquiring and seeking information about entering the Catholic
faith.
Weddings: Weddings need to be scheduled at least six months
in advance. Couples are reminded to secure the Church date
before the reception hall.

St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta Parish
St. Barbara Church
2859 South Throop Street
Chicago, Illinois 60608
www.StBarbaraChicago.org
Rectory Phone:
(312) 842-7979
Rectory Fax:
(312) 842-7978
School Phone:
(312) 326-6243
School Fax:
(312) 842-7960
St. Therese Church
218 West Alexander Street
Chicago, Illinois 60616
www.sttheresechinatown.org
Rectory Phone:
(312) 842-6777
MASS SCHEDULE
WEEKEND LITURGIES
St. Barbara: Saturday: 5:00 pm; Sunday: 6:00am, 9:30 am
St. Therese: Mandarin Mass on the 2nd Saturday of the
month at 4:00 pm followed by Bible sharing and food.
Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:30 am; and Mandarin
Mass on the 4th Sunday of each month at 12:30 p.m.
WEEKDAY LITURGIES
St. Barbara: Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday: 8:00 am
St. Therese: Monday, Wednesday and Friday: 8:00 am
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
St. Barbara: Vigil Mass: 7:00 pm; Holy Day Masses: 6:00
am, 8:00 am
St. Therese: 8:00 am, 7:00 pm
FIRST FRIDAY HOLY HOUR: St. Therese - 7:00 pm
FIRST SATURDAY HEALING MASS: St. Barbara Chapel - 8:00 am
CONFESSION
St. Barbara: Saturday 4:15 - 4:45 pm or by appointment
St. Therese: By appointment
THE ROSARY
St. Barbara: The Rosary is prayed on Sunday at 5:30 a.m.
before 6:00 am Mass.

Please pray for those homebound, hospitalized and in need of continued prayers:
Amalia Agins, Austin Agins, Bernadette Agins, Joyce Agins, Stephen Agins, Mary Aguirre, Debbie Annerino, Walter Annerino,
Amy Averet, Kimberly Babe, Geraldine Baldwin, Tony Baressi, Judith Beaudry, Christine Bertucci, Joseph ‘Joey’ Bertucci, Lonnie
& Theresa Bertucci-Falls, Jennifer Bond, Fr. Michael Bowler, Jeff Bowman, Andrea Brongiel, Mary Camarda, Anthony Capone Sr.,
Adele Castro, Laverne Connolly, Tim Consola, Joe Cruz, Patti Cuchetto, Paul DeGrazia, Henry Diaz DeLeon, Kathy Egle, Nenita
Feliciano, Jerry Felske, Minnie Ford, Natalia Francone, Bill Frank, Darlene Frost, Harold Frost, Paul Gadomski, Ray Gadomski,
Lily Ann Galloway, John Gasca, Cheryl Lynn Gilhooly, Bernadette Glabicki, Ed Glos, Pat Grieco, Koen Guest, Jose P. Gutierrez,
Sheila Hansen, Kellar Harris, Lynette Heidemann, Jasmine Henson, Barbara Herr, Denise Holland, Gwen Holub, Morris Humphrey,
Michaeline Hunter, Ted Hunter, Suzanne Ivester, Jennifer Janson, Chester Jendryczka, Dr. Joe, John Kaput, Dorothy Kawalerski,
Rose Kisielowski, Stanley Kiwala, Anna Kolendo, Janice Kutansky, Craig Labudda, Ken Labudda, Sunny Labudda, Baby Kinsley
Paige Leschinsky, Kiera Litwin, Lenny Loretto, Richard Lyznicki, Nancy Mallory, John Mangan, Kayle Marth, Paul Martinez, Bill
Marczuk, Zena Masi, Maria Mawgwi, Lil’ Joe Michalak, Cindy Moore, Dr. Mike, Cydney Muti, Stephanie Nicks, Ann Njeru,
Deacon Jack O’Leary, Theresa Oleszkiewicz, Allison Pakula, Virginia Pakula, Eva Castillion Parcon, Josie Petkus, Michael Petruck,
Theresa Pickens, Dolores Pienta, Mitchell Pienta, Ellen Pietrzak, Beverly Pirelli, Ray Polakowski, Robert Potter, James Pzarek,
Barbara Rekar, Josephine Richardson, Sandra Rios, Joel Rivera, Jose Rodriguez, Jose C. Rodriguez, Mila Rolon, Dolly Roti, Ellen
Ryan, Therese Ryndak, Patricia Sacony, Maria Saludo, Laverne Scianna, Kennedy Shepski, Adeline Skokal, Raymond Smolinski,
Gary Solverson, Sharon Solverson, Rosalie Spalla, Diane Spata, Joanne Stewart, Lauren Stronczek, Rose Stronczek, Robert Synal,
Baby Zachary Synal, Emily Rose Thomas, Norbert Trojanowski, Bill Ufferman, Dolores Ufferman, Dave Ulczycki, George
Vanderford Sr., George Vanderford Jr., Juan Vargas, Joyce Vogt, Ava Walczak, Sadie Walker, Barbara & Bill Webb, Sylvia
Wiertel, Madison Young, Eugene & John Zabek, Evelyn Zaleski, Virginia Zawacki, Irene Zima

