THE FOURTH SUNDAY
OF ADVENT

Dec.
20,
2020

St. Therese Chinese Catholic School starting a new school year
on Monday, August 24, 2020.
We are so excited to welcome all of our students back for the 20-21 school
year. Whether thestudent is an in-person or remote learner, St. Therese
School is committed to continuing ourrigorous award winning curriculum.
Our teachers and staff members are busy getting ourcampuses ready to
safely welcome back our students.
In-person learning (5 days per week) starts on Monday, August 24. Our
classrooms have beenreconfigured to ensure students are safely socially
distanced throughout the school day. Ourschool is cleaned and disinfected
throughout the day as well as other health safety practices perCDC recommendations and other health authorities. Students enter and leave school
byhomeroom or cohort group using a staggered schedule. Doing so reduces
the chances andlimits the time students would be physically near other students or staff who are not part of theirhomeroom or cohort group. Students
remain in their homerooms to reduce the number ofpeople who are physically near students throughout the day. For example, teachers who are
nothomeroom teachers will teach students in their homeroom/cohort. These
and other proceduresprotect students and staff by minimizing any potential
health risks.
Remote learning starts on Tuesday, September 8 and is led by our St.
Therese teachers andfollows our curriculum. K-8 students enrolled in our
remote learning option have a wealth ofeducational resources, including a
school-issued electronic device. Students are provided withrecorded lessons
and educational materials that follow our rigorous award winning curriculum.These resources can be quite valuable because students can replay
recorded lessons to catchthings they might have missed earlier. Students
also interact with teachers, staff, and otherstudents in a live format so student’s individual needs can be better met. Our remote learningoption provides great opportunities for students to learn and is an excellent choice for
many families.

The child to be born will be
called holy, the Son of God.

St. Therese Chinese Catholic School is still registering students in all grades
for the 20-21school year. We are offering five days of in-person learning or
remote learning. For moreinformation or to schedule a school tour, please
email admissions@sttheresechicago.org.

— Luke 1:35

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS AND SCHEDULE---2020 & 2021
Tuesdays Alpha on Zoom
December 20th

Baby Bottles to benefit The Women’s Center are due back in church today
St. Vincent DePaul Society’s Hats, Gloves, Scarves and Socks Drive to benefit
the Needy will be collected today
St. Barbara Church will be decorated after the 9:30 am mass and St. Therese
Church will be decorated after the 10:30 am mass today. Your help is
needed and appreciated.
Mandarin Mass at 12:30pm and Christmas Cantata at 7:30pm on Zoom

December 20th – 25th

Opłatki on sale at the entrance table in church ($2.00)

December 24th

Christmas Eve Mass at 5pm at St. Therese (Live-Streamed @
http://www.youtube.com/StMotherTeresaOfCalcuttaParishChicago)
Christmas Carols at 11:30pm

th

December 25

Christmas Mass at 12am (Midnight Mass) at St. Barbara Church
Christmas Day Masses:
6:00am and 9:30am at St. Barbara Church
8:00am and 11:00am (Live-Streamed @
http://www.youtube.com/StMotherTeresaOfCalcuttaParishChicago)
at St. Therese Church

th

th

December 26 - 27

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
Masses: 5:00pm Vigil, 6:00am, and 9:30am at St. Barbara Church
8:00am and 10:30am at St. Therese Church

December 31st

New Year’s Eve Mass at 5pm, followed by BENEDICTION at St. Ther ese
2021

st

January 1

New Year’s Day Masses:
9:30am at St. Barbara Church
10:00am at St. Therese Church

Our parish offers the following regular opportunities to pray the rosary together.
1.) 5:30am on Sundays at St. Barbara Church
2.) 5pm on Mondays with Sisters of the Missionaries of Charity at St.
Therese Church
3.) 2:30pm on Tuesdays in Mandarin on Zoom
4.) 7pm on Wednesdays in English on Zoom
5.) First Friday of the Month at 7pm at St. Therese Church
“Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the people” (Luke 2:11).

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
THANKS
As we quickly approach Christmas and New Year, I would like to thank all of our committed staff, ministers,
committee members, and volunteers for their involvement and leadership in our faith community. Our annual
“Appreciation Gathering” will have to be delayed this time due to the COVID-19 restrictions. But I assure you
that we will have it when it’s safe to do so.
CHRISTMAS 2020
Christmas is one of my favorite seasons of the year: the green trees, the colorful lights, all the enjoyable music,
and above all, the birth of a savior for all the people to offer us great warmth, inspiration and hope.
This Christmas, unlike last one, is going to be historic. We may not be able to do some of the traditional
things we normally do. At the same time, we are challenged to find new ways to celebrate this wonder of
God’s incarnation, Jesus coming into our World, and our lives. We might have to simplify our decorations or
have our family gatherings online or even attend Mass on TV. These changes also offer each one of us time to
reflect and re-examine our lives, our desires, and expectations: what do we need Jesus to come into our lives
for?
For me, there are two things I desire the most this Christmas: healing and hope. Faced with the continuous
dangers of COVID-19, I earnestly pray that our human family will truly and really receive the gifts of God’s
healing and hope. “I, the Lord, am your healer” (Exodus 15: 26). And Jesus is our “blessed hope.” I find the
second reading for the Nativity of the Lord’s mass during the night very powerful and enlightening:
Beloved:
The grace of God has appeared, saving all
and training us to reject godless ways and worldly desires
and to live temperately, justly, and devoutly in this age,
as we await the blessed hope,
the appearance of the glory of our great God
and savior Jesus Christ,
who gave himself for us to deliver us from all lawlessness
and to cleanse for himself a people as his own,
eager to do what is good. (Titus 2:11-14)
The celebration of the birth of our savior can bring us God’s healing power and reaffirm our hope. Jesus,
our healer and hope, comes to save us, to transform us, and to empower us to do “what is good.” May
the celebration of this Christmas touch the core of our human existence, heal the wounds of our offenses,
and give us undying hope in the Lord.
Lastly, as you receive God’s gifts this Christmas, I invite you kindly offer a gift to our parish and prudently
consider joining our parish’s Christmas celebrations in person or online. Our volunteer greeters have been doing a great job to help all in-person mass participants observe all the CDC and Archdiocese safety guidelines.
I am grateful and confident that they will continue to do so for our Christmas celebrations. With six masses
and two live-streamed masses, we should have enough space and options for you to choose. If out of abundance of caution you can’t join us in person on Christmas, you are encouraged to observe the octave of Christmas. With all my heart, I wish you and your loved ones a SAFE and HOPEFUL and BLESSED Christmas.
You are in my daily prayers. Please keep me and St. Mother Teresa Parish in yours!
With gratitude and prayers!

Fr. Francis

DO WE AS CATHOLICS READ THE BIBLE?
by Fr. John Cuff
Many Protestants think that Catholics do not read the Bible. They often think that the Catholic Church even
discourages reading the Bible. Some people think that the Church tries to hide biblical truths from lay Catholics.
Catholics Read the Bible at Mass
Did you know that the Catholic Church reads the entire Bible to her congregation over the span of three years?
The Bible is read during the first part of the Catholic Mass: 3 readings on Sundays and 2 readings Monday
through Saturday, at daily Mass. At each Sunday Mass Catholics hear an Old Testament reading, a New Testament reading, and a Gospel reading, all relating to a central theme. Then the priest gives a homily typically on
that theme or sometimes directly regarding one or more of the Scripture readings. At daily Masses there is typically one Old Testament reading and a Gospel reading. Catholics also sing the Scriptures during the Responsorial Psalm which takes place between the first and second readings, and Scripture is also sung throughout the
hymns which are primarily based on the Bible.
Catholics Read the Bible at Home
While it is true that many, many Catholics never really read the Bible on their own, that is not the case for all
Catholics. It is also not true that the Church discourages it! In fact, Saint Jerome said “Ignorance of Scripture is
ignorance of Christ.” That was back in the 5th century!
Catholics are certainly encouraged to read the Bible for personal devotion and study outside of Mass. Additionally, there are many excellent Bible study opportunities on weekly Zoom sites shared by parishioners at
parishes around the world, for example at our own parish of St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta..
So not only do Catholics read the Bible, they are able to experience the Bible like no other Christians especially in the Mass. Sprinkled throughout the Mass, in the prayers the priest prays or the responses from the congregation, are rituals and quotes directly from the Bible. You see, the Catholic Church celebrates, lives, and teaches everything through the Scriptures. The Catholic Church is the most Biblical Church in all of Christianity.
Why the Misunderstanding?
So why is it, then, that so many Protestants think that Catholics don’t read the bible? It’s probably because
many of them have met Catholics who don’t know much about the Bible. This is a sad, but true reality. All
people, including Catholics, should read the Bible more. There is so much to learn if we really want to, we can
all agree on that!

Opłatki
The Christmas Wafer

CHRISTMAS FLOWER
COLLECTION
Through your donations, we are able to
beautifully decorate the Church every
Christmas. We would like to make our
Church look especially welcoming. Donations will be
accepted throughout the month of December. There are
extra envelopes in the back of the church.

Opłatek (singular-pronounced opwatek) is also
known as the Christmas Wafer. While it is a traditional Polish
custom, many families have included the ritual as part of their
Christmas Eve or Christmas Day family meal. Opłatki (pluralpronounced opwatkey) is made from unleavened bread similar
to a host, and pressed into rectangles with an outline of a Nativity Scene imprinted on the surface. At the Christmas Meal, the
head of the house begins sharing a piece of Opłatek with the
other members of the family who are gathered around the table.
Each family member breaks off a piece of the Opłatek to share.
As the pieces are broken and shared, greetings of a holy Christmas and a healthy New Year are exchanged. The ritual is a
reminder of who comes to us at Christmas, and why. It is also a
symbol of forgiveness. Wafers are available in back of church
for a donation of $2.00 per envelope.

GOD’S HOME
by Sr. Caritas

A Joyful Welcome to
All This Christmas
Welcome to our parishioners who have given so
much of their time, talent, and treasure to make St.
Mother Theresa of Calcutta such a great parish.
Welcome to those of you who may be visiting us
from other parishes. We pray that your time with us
is one of the highlights of your holiday season.
Welcome to those who have moved but have
returned to celebrate this most holy season in the
parish that had been your spiritual home for many
years. It is good to have you back.
Welcome to those of you who may be new to the
neighborhood and looking for a parish. Visit our
church and introduce yourselves to our priest and
greeters. We will try to make you feel at home.
Welcome to anyone who has been away from the
Church and has Come Home. If you would like to
talk to me, please see me after Mass.
Finally, welcome to all the faithful present. I will
keep you in my prayers today and always, and I look
forward to celebrating Mass with you in the weeks to
come.
― Fr. Francis Li
2021 CALENDARS
The 2021 calendar is available at the Church entrance table. Please pick up a copy this weekend
after Mass.

Every family who starts as a family establishes a
place to live. Some may be one or two rooms, a
house of many rooms or an elegant palace. The
family that lives there, where there is love and care,
calls it home. When we look back at our early lives,
we always remember the first place where we lived
as a family. It has a “specialness” to it, as we recall
where we grew up. It may not have been very fancy,
but it was home.
In the first reading today, we hear David, who is settled in his great palace, being concerned that God is
still dwelling in a tent as He had all through the travels through the desert and the struggles with David’s
enemies. He is concerned that God does not have a
great home. He wants to build one. God tells Nathan
the prophet to tell David not to worry. He made it
possible to defeat all David’s enemies. He can provide a home for Himself.
In the Gospel today, we have the story of the Annunciation. The angel Gabriel comes to Mary. God has
prepared Mary. We just celebrated the feast of the
Immaculate Conception. Mary was conceived without sin and was always free of sin. God was preparing her to be His mother. The angel tells her, she is
to be the Mother of Jesus, the Son of God. Answering Mary’s question, Mary is told that the Holy Spirit
will overshadow her. She will conceive a son, the
Son of God, who will be called Jesus. The Son of
God would grow within Mary’s womb. The Son of
God would make Mary His home, dwelling within
her for nine months, as many babies live in their
Mothers. For the Son of God, this was His first
earthly home, the womb of the Virgin Mary. During
Advent we look to the coming of Emmanuel, God
with us. Jesus will be born.
God wants to dwell in us too. Through grace, Jesus
lives in us. We have some time to still prepare and
be open to Jesus living in us and among us. “Now is
the acceptable time. Now is the day of salvation.”
Jesus, Son of God will be with us.

Report as of November 15, 2020
Campaign Goal:
Total Pledged
Percent of Goal:
Total Collected to Date
60% Returned to St. Barbara

$275,000
$286,697*
104.2%
$144,472
$ 86,683

* The total amount pledged has been reduced by
$5,000 due to the cancellation of a pledge.

Collection - Week of December 12th - 13th
Saturday, December 19 - Vigil of The Fourth Sunday
of Advent
5:00 p.m. + Birth. Rem.: Matt Pyznarski (Family)
Divine Mercy for All (C. Kisielente Family)
Sunday, December 20 - The Fourth Sunday of Advent
6:00 a.m. + Louis (Lou) Nowakowski (Jim & Christine
Bertucci)
Health Blessings: B. Glabicki (David & Ruth
Czarnecki & Family)
Health Blessings: 6:00 am Sunday Mass
Attendees (Anonymous)
Health Blessings: Virginia Zawacki
(Krzyzanski Sisters)
9:30 a.m. + Stanley Hanson (B. Glabicki)
+ Birth. Rem.: Dorothy Rzasa (Sharon &
Season Meyers)
+ Teresita Villafuerte Holcomb (Angelica,
Emmanuel & Jeremy King)
Health Blessings: Florence, Judy and Gene
Goga (Barbara Rekar)
Monday, December 21 - Late Advent Weekday; St.
St. Peter Canisius
8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Therese Church
+ John Bialek, Jr. (Margie Mezatis)
Tuesday, December 22 - Late Advent Weekday
8:00 a.m. + Kay Culen (The Sin, Bertozzi and Mellor
Families)
Wednesday, December 23 - Late Advent Weekday;
St. John of Kanty
8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Therese Church
Thursday, December 24 - Late Advent Weekday
8:00 a.m. + Adamina Paterkiewicz (Dolores Becatti)
+ Kay Culen (The Sin, Bertozzi and Mellor Families)
Thursday, December 24 - The Vigil of the Nativity of
the Lord
5:00 p.m. Mass at St. Therese Church
11:30 p.m. Christmas Carols (at St. Barbara Church)
Friday, December 25 - The Nativity of the Lord
12:00 a.m. Midnight Mass at St. Barbara Church
+ Matthew Rekar (Family)
8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Therese Church
9:30 a.m. Mass at St. Barbara Church
+ Ed Glabicki (Wife)
+ Donna Helma (B. Glabicki)
+ Mary Diaz DeLeon (Family)
+ Randy Filas (The Sacony Family)
11:00 a.m. Mass at St. Therese Church
Saturday, December 26 - St. Stephen
8:00 a.m. All Souls’ Day Remembrance
+ 11th Ann. Rem.: Tom Foutris (M. Korso)
+ Kay Culen (The Sin, Bertozzi and Mellor
Families)
Saturday, December 26 - Vigil of The Holy Family of
Jesus, Mary and Joseph
5:00 p.m. + Dolores Rogers (Irene Zima)
Divine Mercy for All (C. Kisielente & Family)

Sunday Envelopes:
Sunday Loose:
Total Church Collection
Mailed-in Collection
Total Collection
Maintenance Collection

$ 549.25
$
187.00
$ 736.25
$ 600.00
$ 1,336.25
$ 179.00

Immaculate Conception

$

Weekly Budget:

$ 2,200.00

July 1st to Present (Actual):

$ 37,951.07

July 1st to Present (Budgeted):

$ 52,800.00

117.00

LITURGICAL MINISTERS
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25TH (CHRISTMAS)
12:00 a.m.
Eucharistic Minister:
Lector: W. Podrazik
6:00 a.m.
Eucharistic Minister: J. Balasa
Lector: J. Bertucci
9:30 a.m.
Eucharistic Minister: P. Rodriguez or J. Rodriguez
Lector: B. Pienta
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26TH
5:00 p.m.
Eucharistic Minister: J. Lukwinski
Lector: G. Dumelle
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27TH
6:00 a.m.
Eucharistic Minister: S. Guest
Lector: J. Bertucci
9:30 a.m.
Eucharistic Minister: H. Alonzo or A. Alonzo
Lector: H. Alonzo

Sunday, December 26 - The Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph
6:00 a.m. + Mary Ann Zirgaitis
Health Blessings: Cameron Howel (The
Krzyzanski Sisters)
Health Blessings: Virginia Zawacki (The
Krzyzanski Sisters)
9:30 a.m. + Florence Brown (B. Glabicki)
+ Virginia Pienta (The Duddleston Family)
+ Teresita Villafuerte Holcomb (Angelica,
Emmanuel & Jeremy King)

Pastor:

Fr . Fr ancis Li
FLi@StThereseChinatown.org
Resident:
Fr. John Cuff
JCuff@maryknoll.org
School Principal: Ms. Lisa Debor ah Oi
DOi@StThereseChicago.org
Oper. Director:
Mr . Piotr M. Wojtasik
pwojtasik@StBarbaraChicago.org
Music Director:
Ms. Eva Mr gan
emrgan@StBarbaraChicago.org
Parish Secretaries: Ms. Dolor es Becatti
dbecatti@StBarbaraChicago.org
Ms. Judy Lukwinski
jlukwinski@StBarbaraChicago.org

OFFICE HOURS: Monday, and Wednesday: 8:00 am 4:00 pm and Friday: 9:00 am - Noon. At the present time, the
office is closed on Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday.

Baptisms: Parents must be registered practicing parishioners
and attend a baptismal preparation session before a baptism will
be scheduled. Call the rectory office for further information.
Communion Calls: Please contact the Rectory when someone
who is homebound or in the hospital wishes a visit to receive
Holy Communion or the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick. The Anointing of the Sick is for anyone seriously sick and
not only for those near death.
Ministry of Care: Eucharistic Ministers are available to visit,
pray with, and bring Holy Communion to those who are sick
and unable to attend Mass. Notify the Parish Office when this
service is needed.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a program for anyone
inquiring and seeking information about entering the Catholic
faith.
Weddings: Weddings need to be scheduled at least six months
in advance. Couples are reminded to secure the Church date
before the reception hall.

St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta Parish
St. Barbara Church
2859 South Throop Street
Chicago, Illinois 60608
www.StBarbaraChicago.org
Rectory Phone:
(312) 842-7979
Rectory Fax:
(312) 842-7978
School Phone:
(312) 326-6243
School Fax:
(312) 842-7960
St. Therese Church
218 West Alexander Street
Chicago, Illinois 60616
www.sttheresechinatown.org
Rectory Phone:
(312) 842-6777
MASS SCHEDULE
WEEKEND LITURGIES
St. Barbara: Saturday: 5:00 pm; Sunday: 6:00am, 9:30 am
St. Therese: Mandarin Mass on the 2nd Saturday of the
month at 4:00 pm followed by Bible sharing and food.
Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:30 am; and Mandarin
Mass on the 4th Sunday of each month at 12:30 p.m.
WEEKDAY LITURGIES
St. Barbara: Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday: 8:00 am
St. Therese: Monday, Wednesday and Friday: 8:00 am
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
St. Barbara: Vigil Mass: 7:00 pm; Holy Day Masses: 6:00
am, 8:00 am
St. Therese: 8:00 am, 7:00 pm
FIRST FRIDAY HOLY HOUR: St. Therese - 7:00 pm
FIRST SATURDAY HEALING MASS: St. Barbara Chapel - 8:00 am
CONFESSION
St. Barbara: Saturday 4:15 - 4:45 pm or by appointment
St. Therese: By appointment
THE ROSARY
St. Barbara: The Rosary is prayed on Sunday at 5:30 a.m.
before 6:00 am Mass.

Please pray for those homebound, hospitalized and in need of continued prayers:
Amalia Agins, Austin Agins, Bernadette Agins, Joyce Agins, Stephen Agins, Mary Aguirre, Debbie Annerino, Walter Annerino,
Amy Averet, Kimberly Babe, Geraldine Baldwin, Tony Baressi, Judith Beaudry, Christine Bertucci, Joseph ‘Joey’ Bertucci, Lonnie
& Theresa Bertucci-Falls, Jennifer Bond, Fr. Michael Bowler, Jeff Bowman, Andrea Brongiel, Mary Camarda, Anthony Capone Sr.,
Adele Castro, Laverne Connolly, Tim Consola, Joe Cruz, Patti Cuchetto, Paul DeGrazia, Henry Diaz DeLeon, Jacqueline Dybas,
Kathy Egle, Nenita Feliciano, Jerry Felske, Minnie Ford, Natalia Francone, Bill Frank, Darlene Frost, Harold Frost, Paul Gadomski,
Ray Gadomski, Lily Ann Galloway, John Gasca, Cheryl Lynn Gilhooly, Bernadette Glabicki, Ed Glos, Pat Grieco, Koen Guest, Jose
P. Gutierrez, Kellar Harris, Lynette Heidemann, Jasmine Henson, Denise Holland, Gwen Holub, Morris Humphrey, Michaeline
Hunter, Ted Hunter, Suzanne Ivester, Jennifer Janson, Chester Jendryczka, Dr. Joe, John Kaput, Dorothy Kawalerski, Rose
Kisielowski, Stanley Kiwala, Anna Kolendo, Janice Kutansky, Craig Labudda, Ken Labudda, Sunny Labudda, Baby Kinsley Paige
Leschinsky, Kiera Litwin, Lenny Loretto, Richard Lyznicki, Nancy Mallory, John Mangan, Kayle Marth, Paul Martinez, Bill
Marczuk, Zena Masi, Maria Mawgwi, Lil’ Joe Michalak, Cindy Moore, Dr. Mike, Cydney Muti, Stephanie Nicks, Ann Njeru,
Deacon Jack O’Leary, Theresa Oleszkiewicz, Allison Pakula, Virginia Pakula, Eva Castillion Parcon, Josie Petkus, Michael Petruck,
Theresa Pickens, Dolores Pienta, Mitchell Pienta, Ellen Pietrzak, Beverly Pirelli, Ray Polakowski, Robert Potter, James Pzarek,
Barbara Rekar, Josephine Richardson, Sandra Rios, Joel Rivera, Jose Rodriguez, Jose C. Rodriguez, Mila Rolon, Dolly Roti, Ellen
Ryan, Therese Ryndak, Patricia Sacony, Maria Saludo, Edward John Schmit, Jr., Laverne Scianna, Kennedy Shepski, Adeline
Skokal, Raymond Smolinski, Gary Solverson, Sharon Solverson, Rosalie Spalla, Diane Spata, Joanne Stewart, Lauren Stronczek,
Rose Stronczek, Robert Synal, Baby Zachary Synal, Emily Rose Thomas, Norbert Trojanowski, Bill Ufferman, Dolores Ufferman,
Dave Ulczycki, George Vanderford Sr., George Vanderford Jr., Juan Vargas, Joyce Vogt, Ava Walczak, Sadie Walker, Barbara
Webb, Bill Webb, Sylvia Wiertel, Madison Young, Eugene & John Zabek, Evelyn Zaleski, Virginia Zawacki, Irene Zima

